
Christian Political Theology in the House of Islam: 
Loyalty, Legitimacy, and Law (622–1453) 

A series of hybrid research seminars presented by  
the IICPT TORCH Network and the Centre for Muslim-Christian Studies, Oxford 

 
In person: The Schwarzman Centre, Seminar Room 56  
Online: Use the links provided below to register for online attendance 

 
13 Oct 

2:30 - 4:00 
Steven Firmin,  
Oxford 

Coercive Force in Early Arabic True Religion 
Apologies  
 
  

20 Oct 
2:30 - 4:00 

Johannes 
Pahlitzsch, 
Mainz 
  

The Development of the Melkite Legal Tradition 
under Islamic Rule 

27 Oct 
2:30 - 4:00 

David Bertaina, 
U. of Illinois 
  

Coptic Political Identity & Resistance to 
Fatimid Rule: The Case of the Muslim Convert 
Būluṣ ibn Rajā 
  

3 Nov 
2:30 - 4:00 

Jonathan Stutz, 
HU Berlin 
  

Images of the Caliphal Court in the History of 
the Patriarchs of the East in Kitāb al-Majdal 

10 Nov 
2:30 - 4:00 

Bert Jacobs,  
UC Louvain 

The True Religion Apology as Counter-Political 
Theology in Syriac 
 
  

17 Nov 
*3:30 - 5:00* 

Francisco Cintrón 
Mattei, 
Notre Dame, USA 

The Bishop’s Sulṭān and the Priest’s Wilāya: 
The Rule of Clerics in the Arabic Canons of al-
Andalus 
  

24 Nov 
2:30 - 4:00 

Helen Flatley, 
Oxford 

Christian Juridical Traditions Under Islamic 
Rule in al-Andalus: Legal Theory and Social 
Practice 
  

2 Dec 
(Tuesday) 

*3:30 - 5:00* 
*Room 63* 

Shane Patrick, 
Oxford  

The Miaphysite Abu Qurrah:  Transmitting 
Christian-Muslim Polemic across 
Confessional Lines    
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