MYSTICISMS BEYOND THE WEST
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE


DAY 1 (29 June):
9.00–9.15: Welcome
9.15–10.45: Mysticism, language and music
Nicholas John Boylston (Harvard University): Words that Reach Beyond Words: Developing a Proximate Emic Theory to Interpret Persian Mystical Poetry
Fitzroy Morrissey (University of Oxford): Mysticism, Asceticism, and Music in Islam: Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah’s Treatment of samāʿ in Madārij al-sālikīn
10.45–11.15: Coffee break
11.15–12.45: Mysticism and contemplation
Grégoire Langouet (UCLouvain / PThU Utrecht ‘PRISM’): Mysticism and Contemplation in the Dzogchen Tibetan tradition
Dr Julia Konstantinovsky (University of Oxford): “Beyond Unknowing and Light”: Κατάφασις (Cataphasis), Ἀπόφασις (Apophasis), and Time in Dionysius the Areopagite
12.45–2.00: Lunch break
2.00–4.15: Mysticism, knowledge and reason
Gleb Sharygin (BSB Munich): Rationality and Mysticism in Early Buddhism in Comparative Perspective
Monika Brodnicka (Amherst College): Knowledge beyond Reason in West African Mysticism
Szilvia Szanyi (University of Oxford): Vasubandhu on the Limits of Reason
4.15–4.45: Coffee break
4.45–5.45: Keynote talk: Gavin Flood (Campion Hall, University of Oxford): Plural Worlds, Shared Humanity: Mysticism Beyond the West
7.00: Conference dinner

DAY 2 (30 June):
9.00–10.30: Mysticism, union and relationality
Anubhav Jain (SOAS, University of London): From Soul to Pure-Soul: Non-Relational Mysticism in the Philosophy of Kundakunda
Shakuntala Gawde (University of Mumbai): Bhakti Mysticism in the Rāsapañcādhyāyī of the Bhāgavata Purāṇa: An Analytical Inquiry
10.30–11.00: Coffee break
11.00–12.30: Mysticism, embodiment and lived experience
Tikhon Vasilyev (University of Oxford): The Mystery of Tears: Embodiment and Transformation in Eastern Christian Mysticism
Hina Khalid (University of Cambridge): Pilgrims on the Path of Love: The Mystical Sensibilities of Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi Nazrul Islam

12.30–2.00: Lunch break
2.00–4.15: Comparative and intercultural mysticism 
Boaz Huss (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev): Jewish Mysticism in Comparative Perspective: Kabbalah, Zen Buddhism and Advaita Vedānta
Brett Parris (University of Oxford): Mystical resonances between Eastern Christian and Indian Yogic Traditions
Carina Karapetian Giorgi (California State Polytechnic University of Pomona): Mystical Crossroads: Armenian Intercultural Theology in Early Modern India
4.15–4.45: Coffee break
4.45–5.45: Keynote talk: Marta Domínguez Díaz (University of St. Gallen): Sufism’s Contribution to Mysticism: Moving Beyond the View of Mysticism as an Individualised, Anti-Textual and Non-Regulated Divine Experience
5.45: Drinks Reception 

DAY 3 (1 July):
9.00–10.30: Mysticism, ritual, and sacred environment
Sharvi Maheshwari (University of Oxford): Embodied Esotericism Rethinking Mysticism in Śākta Bhaktapur
Marie Glasø Glein (Volda University College): A Journey to the North: Mysticism in Norwegian Nature Yoga
10.30–11.00: Coffee break
11.00–12.30: Mysticism, practice, and contemporary life
Sunita Barman (Vivekananda Mission Mahavidyalaya): Mysticism and Ethics in Kashmir Shaivism: Practice, Embodiment, Social Life and Dialogue with Science
Neda Saghaee (Independent Researcher): Contemporary Iranian Sufism: Reinterpretation of Classical Sulūk (online)
12.30–12.45: Closing Remarks

